STATESMAN   AND   CLERIC                  n

read a lie, or to work to no purpose when I am gone."
When the last chapter of the Gospel was finished the -,
great scholar died.

Another, and a very different type, from among the
men the Church gave us was Dunstan.  He, too, was a statesmen;
monk, but while Bede was a scholar, Dunstan was not Ard5b?snhoP
only a scholar but a statesman also.  He was the adviser tar^m?
of two kings, and practically regent for a third; he went988'
with the king on campaigns against the Danes;  he kept
the royal treasure.   As in addition he was Archbishop
of Canterbury, we can understand that he was much the
most powerful man in the kingdom.   He was the first
man to be great botbras a cleric and as a statesman. But
there were many who followed in his steps. In fact, until
the reign of Henry VIII the greatest ministers of our
kings were almost always clerics.   They were far more
able and enlightened than the ignorant warriors and
nobles who formed the king's court, and they did a great
work for England.   As we shall see later, one of these
church-statesmen, Stephen Langton, had much to do
with obtaining for us our Magna Carta.

The Church, then, gave us the beginnings, of our
national unity; she did much to give us peace at home
and a better sense of what was lawful and right; she
gave us scholars and she gave us statesmen.